The current study examined relations between father attachment to spouses and child attachment to fathers in middle childhood, focusing on father emotion expressions in father-child interactions as mediators and marital conflict as a moderator of relations. Participants were 199 children between 6 and 12 years of age and their fathers. Fathers completed questionnaires about their attachment to their spouses, and both fathers and mothers reported on their marital conflict. Fathers also discussed a difficult topic with their children for 5 min, and fathers' positive and negative emotion expression during the discussions were coded. Children completed questionnaires through an interview about their attachment to their father. Father insecure attachment interacted with marital conflict in predicting more negative emotions and less positive emotions during father-child interactions. Specifically, in the context of higher marital conflict in this community sample, fathers who reported greater preoccupied attachment to their spouses exhibited more negative emotions and less positive emotions when interacting with their children. In turn, more father negative emotions and less positive emotions were associated with children's less secure attachment to fathers. In contrast, father fearful attachment interacted with marital conflict to predict less negative emotion and more positive emotion during interactions with children.
Fathers have become increasingly involved in child care in the past several decades (Lamb, Pleck, & Levine, 1985; Yeung, Sandberg, Davis-Kean, & Hofferth, 2001 ) and play an important role in child development (Cabrera, Fagan, Wight, & Schadler, 2011) . Greater father involvement is associated with children's greater cognitive competence (Shannon, Tamis-LeMonda, London, & Cabrera, 2002) and fewer behavioral problems and better mental health (Amato & Rivera, 1999; Coley & Medeiros, 2007; Harris, Furstenberg, & Marmer, 1998) . Although research on fathers has increased, it still lags far behind research on the mother-child relationship (Goeke-Morey & Cummings, 2007; Lamb, 2013) . Little is known about how individual characteristics of fathers predict father-child interactions and child outcomes. The current study examined how father spousal attachment is related to father emotion expression during father-child interactions, whether such emotion expression mediates the association between father spousal attachment and child attachment to fathers, and whether marital conflict moderates these associations.
Extensive research has linked maternal attachment security to their sensitive and responsive parenting, which predicts infant secure attachment to mothers based on the Strange Situation Procedure (Ainsworth & Bell, 1970; van IJzendoorn, 1995; van IJzendoorn, Juffer, & Duyvesteyn, 1995) . Similarly, mother secure attachment representations are linked to maternal sensitivity and positive attitudes, which predict child secure attachment in middle childhood, as assessed by questionnaires, interviews, and storycompletion tasks (Kerns, Brumariu, & Seibert, 2011) . Research on father attachment and infant attachment to fathers has revealed similar but weaker associations (see a meta-analysis by van IJzendoorn & De Wolff, 1997) .
Most studies examining the transmission of adult attachment to child attachment have used the Adult Attachment Interview (AAI) to measure parental attachment to their own parents (Behrens, Hesse, & Main, 2007; Bus & van IJzendoorn, 1992) and not to their spouses. This is likely due to the focus on parent-child relationships in developmental and clinical psychology (Fraley, 2002) . However, in adulthood, romantic partners serve as an important source of security (Feeney, 2016) . Although early evidence indicated the similarity between attachment to parents and attachment to romantic partners (Hazan & Shaver, 1987) , more recent research has emphasized the differences in parent-child and spousal attachment. In a meta-analysis, Roisman and colleagues (2007) examined the convergence between parent attachment measured by the AAI and spousal attachment measured by questionnaires across 10 empirical studies. They found little convergence between the two types of measures. Further, they found that secure attachment to parents represents one's ability to discuss attachmentrelated experiences in a coherent way and is linked to collaboration in interpersonal interaction. Self-report of spousal attachment, on the other hand, represents one's evaluation of the current romantic relationship and is related to emotional experience in interpersonal interaction. Therefore, spousal attachment may reflect a disposition for interpersonal interaction in the context of attachment-related threats (Roisman et al., 2007) .
Adult attachment to romantic partners is typically characterized by two dimensions: fearfulness (also termed avoidance) and preoccupation (also termed anxiety; Fraley & Shaver, 2000; Hazan & Shaver, 1987) . Fearful attachment is a fear of being close to significant others, which leads to avoiding closeness and intimacy. Preoccupied attachment, on the other hand, is a fear that significant others do not reciprocate love, a constant need to be reassured of the love of others, and a desire to be extremely close to others. Both fearful and preoccupied attachment to spouses have been linked to less responsive and supportive parenting of children (Edelstein et al., 2004; Mills-Koonce et al., 2011; Selcuk, Zayas, & Hazan, 2010) . For example, parents (both mothers and fathers) who are high on fearful attachment express more distress and are less responsive to their children during child inoculation (Edelstein et al., 2004) . Likewise, mothers who show higher fearful attachment are less sensitive to their children across home and laboratory settings (Mills-Koonce et al., 2011; Selcuk et al., 2010) .
Fewer studies have examined the association between adult spousal attachment and children's attachment to parents, and their results are mixed. For example, father insecure spousal attachment significantly predicted child insecure attachment to fathers, but no such relation was found for mothers (Roelofs, Meesters, & Muris, 2008) . However, in another study, the reverse was found: Only mother insecure spousal attachment significantly predicted child secure attachment to mothers (Doyle, Markiewicz, Brendgen, Lieberman, & Voss, 2000) . Moreover, additional research did not find relations between parental spousal attachment and child secure attachment to either mothers or fathers (Volling, Notaro, & Larsen, 1998) .
Given the contradictory findings in the literature, consideration of mediators of effects may explicate relations between spousal and childϪparent attachments. In this study, we examined father emotion expression during father-child discussion as a mediator that may link father spousal attachment with child attachment to fathers. As Roisman and colleagues pointed out, spousal attachment is closely related to emotional experience in interpersonal interactions (Roisman et al., 2007) . Moreover, fathers' negative emotions and expressions of mixed affect significantly have predicted lower father-child relationship quality and satisfaction in adolescents (Flannery, Montemayor, & Eberly, 1994) . Similarly, father insecure attachment was associated with negative emotion during couple interactions, which predicted negative emotion and coldness in father, mother, and child triadic interactions (Cowan, Cowan, & Mehta, 2009 ). Thus, father emotional expressiveness is a promising intervening variable that may link father spousal attachment to child attachment.
In addition, study of the association between parents' attachment and child adjustment should take family risk factors, such as marital conflict, into consideration. There has been some evidence documenting the interplay between adult spousal attachment and marital conflict. For example, spousal attachment significantly mediated the association between marital conflict and ineffective parenting, such as insensitivity to child negative affect and parental psychological control (Davies, Sturge-Apple, Woitach, & Cummings, 2009 ). Another study, however, found the reverse association. Specifically, couple interactions significantly mediated the association between spousal attachment and parenting style (Cowan et al., 2009) . Therefore, the nature of the association between spousal attachment and marital conflict is still unclear and warrants additional research.
We propose that, aside from possible mediation association between spousal attachment and marital conflict, marital conflict functions as a moderator of the relation between spousal attachment and parental emotion expressions during parent-child interactions. A variable can serve as both a mediator and a moderator for the same association (Hayes, 2013) . According to Bowlby (1982) , the attachment system is mainly activated under threat and distress, such as personal pain, a dangerous environment, relationship conflict, or prolonged separation from an attachment figure. Based on this assumption, Simpson and Rholes (2012) hypothesized a diathesis-stress model of attachment in which the adverse effect of insecure attachment occurs only in stressful contexts (Simpson & Rholes, 2012) . In support of this model, adult insecure attachment significantly interacted with relationship conflict in predicting relationship satisfaction in an experimental design. Specifically, adults with preoccupied attachment exhibited more anxiety and stress and rated their significant others as less supportive, whereas adults with fearful attachment were rated as less supportive when discussing major relationship conflict (Simpson, Rholes, & Phillips, 1996) . Likewise, adults with preoccupied attachment reported less satisfaction and closeness in the romantic relationship on days they perceived more relationship conflict in a daily diary study (Campbell, Simpson, Boldry, & Kashy, 2005) . Thus, the threat to the attachment system may be acute or chronic, leading to momentary or consistent activation of the attachment system. Therefore, we hypothesized that the adverse effect of insecure spousal attachment is manifest in parent-child relationships predominantly in the context of marital conflict. Specifically, we hypothesized that insecure father attachment is associated with more negative emotion and less positive emotion during fatherchild interaction when marital conflict is higher. We considered negative and positive emotion expression because negative and positive emotions are correlated but separate constructs (Tuccitto, Giacobbi, & Leite, 2010) . Further, we hypothesized that father emotion expression mediates the association between the Father Spousal Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment to fathers. Specifically, father emotion expression mediates the father insecure spousal attachment and child attachment to fathers relationship more strongly in the context of greater marital conflict (a moderated mediation model). The conceptual model is depicted in Figure 1 . This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
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Method Participants
Data are from a larger study about parental alcohol use and child sleep in middle childhood. Participants in the study were 199 heterosexual couples, who had lived with their partner or spouse for at least 2 years, and their child between 6 and 12 years of age (mean age ϭ 8.41; 50% female); 79% of fathers were biologically related to the target child. Families were recruited through fliers, school systems, after-school programs, mailed postcards, and referral from other families. The majority of children were Caucasian (77%). The rest were from racial minority groups: 14% African American, 7.5% multiracial, .5% Asian, .5% Hispanic, and .5% unknown. The families were predominantly middle class, with the median family annual income between $40,000 and $54,999.
Procedure
Both parents and the target child were invited to participate in the research study in a laboratory on a university campus. The larger study involved the same procedure for both mothers and fathers. However, the current study focused on fathers. This study was approved by the university's Institutional Review Board. Informed consent and assent were obtained upon arrival in the laboratory. Parents were told to select a topic "that typically is a problem or is hard to handle with your child." They were provided with a list of possible discussion topics to help them but were not required to use a topic on the list. After that, parents completed questionnaires about themselves and their relationships with their partners. Children answered questions about themselves and their relationships with parents through interviews by trained research assistants. Then parents discussed the topic that they selected with their child individually for 5 min, and the discussions were videotaped for later coding. Example topics were household chores, grades, and communicating with respect. For the discussion, parents were told to discuss the topic like they normally would at home and to try to work toward a solution to the problem.
Measures
Father attachment. Fathers completed the Spousal Attachment Styles Questionnaire (SASQ; Becker, Billings, Eveleth, & Gilbert, 1997) . The SASQ contains three subscales: fearful attachment (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .82), preoccupied attachment (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .88), and secure attachment (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .80). The fearful attachment and preoccupied attachment subscales consist of six items; the secure attachment subscale consists of seven items. An example item from the fearful subscale is "I am not sure that I can always depend on my partner to be there when I need him/her"; an example item from the preoccupied subscale is "I find my partner is reluctant to get as close as I would like"; and an example item from the secure subscale is "I am relatively confident that my partner will accept me as I am." Each item was rated on a 7-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 7 (strongly agree). All items in each subscale were summed as a single score to represent the degree of each type of attachment. Because secure attachment was highly correlated with the other two subscales (rs ϭ Ϫ.54 and Ϫ.74 for preoccupied and fearful attachment respectively), it was dropped from analyses to avoid the problem of multicollinearity.
Marital conflict. Both mothers and fathers completed the Conflict Frequency and Severity subscale of the Conflict Properties Scale (Kerig, 1996) . The subscale included two items assessing frequency of minor and major conflicts on a 6-point Likert scale ranging from 1 (once a year or less) to 6 (just about every day). There was acceptable internal consistency (␣s ϭ .66 and .77 for mother report and father report, respectively). The score on the frequency of major conflicts was weighted twice as much as the score of minor conflicts, and then scores were added together as one score indicating marital conflict frequency (Kerig, 1996) .
Father emotional expression. Six trained research assistants coded the father-child discussions using the System for Coding Interactions and Family Functioning (SCIFF; Lindahl & Malik, 2000) . The SCIFF was designed to behaviorally assess family functioning. We utilized the overall negative and positive affect ratings from the SCIFF. Negativity referred to the overall negative tone and level of tension in the father-child interaction. Negativity included clear expressions of frustration, anger, irritation, and hostility, as well as raised voice, impatience, and annoyance. Positive affect referred to positive emotions, such as happy voice and positive facial expressions, as well as behaviors such as hugs and pats. Negative and positive affect were coded on a scale ranging from 1 (very low) to 5 (high). A random 20% of videos were coded by all coders to compute interrater reliability. The reliability ranged from .77 to .96 and was therefore acceptable.
Child attachment. Children reported their attachment to fathers using the Inventory of Parent and Peer AttachmentRevised (IPPAϪR; Gullone & Robinson, 2005) , one of the more widely used measures of attachment for children beyond infancy (e.g., Kullik & Petermann, 2013) . The IPPAϪR contains three subscales: Trust (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .84), Communication (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .80), and Alienation (Cronbach's ␣ ϭ .72), for a total of 25 items. During an interview, children answered each item with yes, sometimes, or no, which were coded as 2, 1, and 0, respectively. Because the three subscales were highly correlated (rs ranged from Ϫ.59 to .76), one composite score about child secure attachment to fathers was computed by reversing the score of the Alienation subscale and then summing all three subscales together.
Data Analysis
All analyses were conducted using PROCESS (Hayes, 2013) , a regression-based macro for SPSS. Indirect effects were examined This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
in PROCESS using bias-corrected bootstrapping with 5,000 samples. The indirect effect was considered significant if the bootstrapped 95% confidence interval (CI) did not include 0. Child age and gender were controlled in all the analyses. Independent variables in mediation models were father attachment variables (fearful and preoccupied attachment), which were entered simultaneously into the models. Two separate mediators were tested: father negative affect and positive affect during father-child interactions, because positive and negative affect are two different constructs. Marital conflict was considered as a moderator of the association between father attachment and father emotionality and indirect effects of father spousal attachment on child attachment to fathers. Separate models were fit for mother report of marital conflict and father report of marital conflict. Marital conflict and father attachment variables were mean-centered prior to computation of interaction terms. For significant interactions, simple slopes were tested at one standard deviation above and below the mean of the moderator, following Aiken and West (1991) . Additionally, regions of significance were also reported using the Johnson-Neyman approach (Bauer & Curran, 2005) . Given the moderated mediation nature of the hypotheses, indirect effects were tested at one standard deviation above and below the mean of the moderator (marital conflict).
Results
The missing data rate in the study ranged from 0% to 18% depending on the variable. Little's missing completely at random test was not significant, 2 (53, N ϭ 199) ϭ 48.65, p ϭ .64. Therefore, the observed pattern of missing data is not significantly different from what would be expected if the data were missing completely at random. Descriptive statistics and correlations between all variables are presented in Table 1 . Father preoccupied attachment was significantly correlated with mother report of marital conflict, father report of marital conflict, and father negative emotion expression during the father-child discussion. Father emotion expressions were also significantly correlated with child secure attachment to fathers. Standardized and unstandardized model coefficients predicting father emotion expression are presented in Table 2 . Unstandardized model coefficients predicting child attachment to fathers are presented in Table 3 . Coefficients reported in the text are unstandardized as well.
Prediction of Father Negativity
The model predicting fathers' negativity during the discussion task predicted marginally significant variance, F(7, 150) ϭ 2.04, p ϭ .05, R 2 ϭ .09, and therefore coefficients should be interpreted with caution. There were no main effects of father attachment style or father report of marital conflict on father negativity. However, the Marital Conflict ϫFearful Attachment interaction and the Marital Conflict ϫ Preoccupied Attachment interaction were significantly or marginally associated with father negativity in the discussion (b ϭ Ϫ.01, p Ͻ .05, and b ϭ .01, p ϭ .06, respectively). Examination of simple slopes revealed that higher preoccupied attachment was associated with greater negativity only at high levels of conflict (1 SD above the mean marital conflict ϭ 10.92; b ϭ .05, p Ͻ .05) but not at low levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; b ϭ Ϫ.01, p Ͼ .05). A graphic presentation is shown in Figure 2a . We used the JohnsonNeyman technique to assess the regions of significance. Father preoccupied attachment became significantly positively associated with negativity when marital conflict was .17 SD above the mean (b ϭ .03, p ϭ .05). Greater father fearful attachment was significantly negatively associated with father negativity when marital conflict was at least 1.32 SD above the mean (b ϭ Ϫ.04, p ϭ .05).
We ran the same analysis with mother report of marital conflict and found similar results. The model predicting fathers' negativity with mother report of marital conflict predicted marginally significant variance, F(7, 146) ϭ 2.49, p ϭ .02, R 2 ϭ .11. Father fearful attachment and preoccupied attachment marginally or significantly interacted with marital conflict in predicting father negativity (b ϭ Ϫ.01, p ϭ .06, and b ϭ .01, p Ͻ .05, respectively). Further probing of the interaction revealed that father preoccupied attachment was significantly associated with father negativity at higher levels of marital conflict (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.5; b ϭ .06, p Ͻ .05) but not at low levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.62; b ϭ Ϫ.01, p Ͼ .05). Analysis of regions of significance indicated a significant positive association between father preoccupied attachment and father negativity when conflict was at least .01 SD above the mean (b ϭ .03, p ϭ .05). Further probing of the marginally significant interaction between father fearful attachment and mother report of marital conflict indicated that there was no significant association between This article is intended solely for the personal use of the individual user and is not to be disseminated broadly.
father fearful attachment and father negativity at any observed value of the marital conflict.
Prediction of Father Positive Affect
The model predicting fathers' positive affect during the discussion task predicted significant variance, F(7, 150) ϭ 2.49, p Ͻ .05, R 2 ϭ .10. Both father fearful attachment and preoccupied attachment significantly interacted with marital conflict in predicting father positive affect (b ϭ .01, p Ͻ .05, and b ϭ Ϫ.01, p Ͻ .05, respectively). Further probing of the interactions found that greater father preoccupied attachment was significantly associated with lower positive affect at higher levels of marital conflict (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.92; b ϭ Ϫ.05, p Ͻ .05); region of significance was at .24 SD above the mean but not at lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; b ϭ .02, p Ͼ .05). A graphic presentation is shown in Figure 2b .
Father fearful attachment was positively associated with father positive affect at higher levels of marital conflict (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.92; b ϭ .05, p Ͻ .05) but not at lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; b ϭ Ϫ.04, p Ͼ .05; see Figure 3 ). The positive association was significant when marital conflict was at least .59 SD above the mean (b ϭ .03, p ϭ .05). The model with mother report of marital conflict did not predict significant variance in father's positive affect during the discussion task, F(7, 146) ϭ .94, p ϭ .47, R 2 ϭ .04.
Father Negativity as a Mediator in the Moderated Mediation Model
Next, we tested the full moderated mediation model; father negativity during the discussion task was examined as a mediator of the association between the Father Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment. Father negativity during the task significantly mediated the association between Father Preoccupied Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment; the indirect effect of father preoccupied attachment was significant at higher levels of marital conflict reported by fathers (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.92; ab ϭ Ϫ.12, 95% CI [Ϫ.25 Ͻ ab Ͻ Ϫ.03]) but not at lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; ab ϭ .00, 95% CI [Ϫ.09 Ͻ ab Ͻ .09]). Similar results were found for mother reports of marital conflict. Father negativity significantly mediated the association between father preoccupied attachment and child attachment at higher levels of marital conflict reported by mothers (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.5; ab ϭ Ϫ.14, 95% CI [Ϫ.28 Ͻ ab Ͻ Ϫ.07]) but not at lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.62; ab ϭ .03, 95% This article is intended solely for the personal use of the individual user and is not to be disseminated broadly.
CI [Ϫ.07 Ͻ ab Ͻ .14]). On the other hand, father negativity did not significantly mediate the Fearful Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment regardless of the reporter of marital conflict (abs ϭ Ϫ.10 to .10, 95% CI [Ϫ.26 Ͻ abs Ͻ .23]).
Father Positive Affect as a Mediator in the Moderated Mediation Model
We then examined father positive affect as a mediator between the Father Insecure Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment. Father positive affect during the interactive task significantly mediated associations between Father Fearful Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment; the indirect effect was significant at higher levels of marital conflict (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.92; ab ϭ .12, 95% CI [.04 Ͻ ab Ͻ .24]) but not for lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; ab ϭ Ϫ.08, 95% CI [Ϫ.23 Ͻ ab Ͻ .02]).
Father's positive affect during the problem-solving task mediated the association between Father's Preoccupied Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction reported by father and child attachment; the indirect effect was significant at higher levels of marital conflict (1 SD above the mean, marital conflict ϭ 10.92; ab ϭ Ϫ.10, 95% CI [Ϫ.21 Ͻ ab Ͻ Ϫ.04]) but not at lower levels of marital conflict (1 SD below the mean, marital conflict ϭ 4.6; ab ϭ .04, 95% CI [Ϫ.03Ͻ ab Ͻ .14]). Because the model predicting father positive affect with mother-reported marital conflict was not significant from the previous section, the analysis regarding mother reports of marital conflict was dropped here.
Discussion
This study examined how father spousal attachment interacted with marital conflict in predicting father emotion expression in father-child interactions and by extension child attachment to fathers in a community sample. We found that father preoccupied attachment significantly interacted with marital conflict (across mother report and father report) in predicting father emotion expression during father-child interactions. Fathers expressed more negative emotions and less positive emotions if they had preoccupied attachment to their spouses when the family was characterized by higher conflict. In addition, both father positive and negative emotions significantly mediated the association between Father Preoccupied Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment to fathers. Specifically, father preoccupied attachment was associated with more negative emotions and less positive emotions when marital conflict was high, and these more negative emotions and less positive emotions, in turn, were associated with less child secure attachment to fathers. This article is intended solely for the personal use of the individual user and is not to be disseminated broadly.
These findings contribute to the literature by examining marital conflict as a moderator of the relation between adult preoccupied attachment and parenting, which further supports the utility of studying marital conflict in the intergenerational transmission of attachment. The question of whether adult attachment is directly related to parenting or interacts with other factors has been an open question in the adult attachment literature (Jones, Cassidy, & Shaver, 2015) . According to attachment theory (Bowlby, 1982) , the attachment system is activated only during times of threat and stress. The current study borrows this diathesis-stress attachment model of couple relationships (Simpson & Rholes, 2012) and applies it to parent-child relationships. Our study examined general levels of conflict rather than acute experiences of conflict, thereby suggesting that the attachment system may be chronically activated in high-conflict relationships.
Findings are also consistent with the father vulnerability hypothesis, which posits that fathers' parenting is likely to be adversely affected by marital conflict (Belsky, Gilstrap, & Rovine, 1984; Cummings, Goeke-Morey, & Raymond, 2004) . In a meta-analysis, marital conflict was found to have stronger associations with father parenting in comparison to mother parenting (Krishnakumar & Buehler, 2000) . Similarly, marital conflict significantly predicted spousal attachment insecurity, which predicted parenting difficulties in fathers but not mothers (Davies et al., 2009) . The current study builds on this literature by showing that marital conflict enhances associations between father preoccupied attachment and affective expressions in father-child interactions.
In comparison to father preoccupied attachment, the results for fearful attachment were less robust. Fearful attachment significantly interacted with marital conflict in predicting father emotion expressions, but the direction was unexpected. Moreover, only father positive affect significantly mediated the association between the Father Fearful Attachment ϫ Marital Conflict interaction and child attachment to fathers. Although these findings need to be replicated, differences between preoccupied attachment and fearful attachment styles may explain the discrepant findings: Persons with preoccupied and fearful attachment are affected by different types of stressors. According to Simpson and colleagues, adults with preoccupied attachment are more likely to be affected by stressors that are internal to the relationship, such as conflict, whereas adults with fearful attachment are more likely to be affected by stressors that are external to interpersonal relationship, such as an anxiety-provoking task in an experiment (Simpson & Rholes, 2012; Simpson, Rholes, & Nelligan, 1992) . The current study seems consistent with this model; marital conflict more consistently affects preoccupied attached fathers perhaps because marital conflict is an interpersonal stressor. Future research should examine other types of stressors to further explicate these associations.
The direction of the moderation effect of marital conflict on father fearful attachment was contrary to our expectation. Specifically, father fearful attachment was associated with less negative affect, more positive affect, and more secure child attachment to fathers when the family was characterized by greater marital conflict. It may be that fathers who exhibit fearful attachment to their spouses engage in positive fatherchild interaction to compensate for their lack of closeness to romantic partners. A shift of attachment figure is in line with Bowlby's concept of attachment hierarchies, in which infants form different attachments with multiple figures that form a hierarchy of importance, and a figure of lower importance in the hierarchy may be sought when an important attachment figure is not available (Bowlby, 1982) . Over time, a consistently unavailable figure may move down the hierarchy, being replaced by a more consistent figure (Keren & Mayseless, 2013) . Although romantic partners are the most common primary attachment figures in adulthood, children can serve as attachment figures (Doherty & Feeney, 2004) . We speculate that fathers who have fearful or avoidant attachment to their spouses might experience changes in their attachment hierarchies, which make them turn to their children to seek a sense of security. However, this explanation is post hoc because it was not part of the original hypotheses and is based on only father report of marital conflict. Moreover, a stronger father-child bond does not necessarily result in better father parenting; parenting is a complex construct that includes a variety of dimensions, such as monitoring, responsiveness, and sensitivity. Future research should examine other dimensions of parenting and child attachment to clarify associations.
Another interesting finding is that father preoccupied attachment is positively directly associated with child attachment security to father after taking father emotion expression and marital conflict into account. We speculate this could be because fathers who have preoccupied spousal may foster a secure relationship with their child after they are able to control for their negative interaction with their children. Preoccupied attached adults tend to use more emotion-focused coping strategies and are more likely to invest in their relationship (Simpson & Rholes, 2012) . After negative emotion expression is taken into account, other investment may result in secure attachment.
The majority of the findings are consistent across different informants (mother and father) of marital conflict, although a few discrepancies were observed. In general, we found more associations with father report of marital conflict than with mother report of marital conflict. This may be partially due to the shared method variance between father attachment and marital conflict. However, an individual's perception of the environment is usually more closely related to one's behavior than the environment itself. For example, children's perception of marital conflict is more closely related to their adjustment outcomes than parents' report of marital conflict (Grych, Seid, & Fincham, 1992) . Therefore, more associations with father's report of marital conflict were found.
Findings should be interpreted in light of the following limitations. First, the model predicting father negativity with father report of marital conflict was only marginally significant. Therefore, the significant interaction should be interpreted with caution. Nevertheless, the same interaction was statistically significant when using mother report of marital conflict. Second, father attachment and marital conflict explained only a small amount of variance in father emotion expression during the father-child interaction and child attachment to fathers. Future research should incorporate other risk factors, such as economic stress or parental depressive symptoms, to further explain father emotion expression.
Third, the cross-sectional design prevents us from making any causal inferences. We speculate that father preoccupied This document is copyrighted by the American Psychological Association or one of its allied publishers.
attachment causes more negative emotion and less positive emotion, which causes less secure attachment in children. However, results are also consistent with a model in which insecurely attached children elicit more negative emotion and less positive emotion in fathers (Cabrera et al., 2011; Pluess & Belsky, 2010) . Therefore, longitudinal research is needed to clarify associations. Fourth, multiple measures of attachment should be used in future research. We used a questionnaire measure of child attachment that does not provide scores that are consistent with Ainsworth's Strange Situation classifications. Although this measure is widely used in middle childhood and early adolescence (e.g., Gresham & Gullone, 2012; Kullik & Petermann, 2013; Walden & Beran, 2010) , other measures of attachment in middle childhood, such as interview or story completion tasks (Kerns et al., 2011; Kerns, Tomich, Aspelmeier, & Contreras, 2000; Yunger, Corby, & Perry, 2005) , are also available. Future research can utilize other measures of attachment to establish convergence across different measures. Last, the current study is driven by the attachment diathesis-stress model examining marital conflict as a moderator between father insecure attachment and emotion expression. In addition to this path, marital conflict can also exert a direct effect on child attachment, which should be examined in future research. Despite these limitations, the current study contributes to the literature by linking father spousal attachment to child attachment through father emotionality and marital conflict. The father-child subsystem is understudied in comparison to the mother-child relationship (Lamb, 2013) . To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study linking father spousal attachment to child attachment security through observed parenting in middle childhood (Cassidy, Jones, & Shaver, 2013; Jones et al., 2015) . This study also supports the utility of understanding the attachment processes in the context of family risk factors and vice versa (Cowan et al., 2009; Mikulincer & Shaver, 2012; Simpson & Rholes, 2012) . Findings from the current study may indicate that clinicians can help families by helping parents develop a secure relationship and emphasizing the role of parents' emotional expression and emotional regulation during family interactions. Future prevention and intervention programs for parents may also incorporate components on emotion expressiveness during parent-child interactions.
